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"Happy 40" Anniversary to the MILC! | would like to thank
the MJLC for the honor of contributing to your
commemorative text. There were so many amazing
volunteers who have contributed their time and talent over
the years that | am humbled that you would ask me to write a
few words. Though my son unfortunately did not learn as
much Japanese as | would have liked, that is entirely my
fault! 1did not speak as much Japanese as | should have at
home. However, your school certainly accomplished my main
goal for enrolling him — to learn about and be proud of his
Japanese heritage. The gift your center provided to my son
was to instill in him an appreciation, curiosity and pride of his
Japanese roots. Itis now a large part of his identity. He has
done class presentations about Japan, what it means for him
to be Japanese-Canadian, the language, the food and the
culture. He tries to speak Japanese with his

grandparents. He is eager to visit Japan next year. He has
participated in Taiko every week since he was about 6 years
old and is very proud and happy to be part of that
community. Even though it’s been about 5 years since he

attended the MILC, he still remembers loving setsubun,

EVMYF—ILEBXREELVE— 13

undokai, akimatsuri, etc. |strongly feel that pride,
confidence, discipline, the importance of tradition, respect
and sense of community can only be gained and reinforced
with the help of others and the MJLC was an important part

of teaching those values to my son.

Again, thank you for the honor, the priceless cultural

experience and many good memories.”

Karen Yamamoto
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